
How you can 
help rebuild  
a homeless 
person’s life
This booklet is packed with ways 
you can raise funds and help 
homeless people off the streets 
and into positive, independent lives.



Giselle was abused 
as a child. As a 
result, she left home 
at 18 and slept rough 
for 3 months.

When she came to Evolve, her key 
worker encouraged her to access 
our counselling service to help 
her cope with the mental health 
issues caused by her traumatic 
childhood. She is now building her 
confidence and self-esteem and 
hopes to follow her dream of 
working in health and beauty.

Giselle’s story 

Over 60% of our 
beneficiaries are  
young people



We start with a roof and build 
from there.

Every day, our team of support 
workers, counsellors and expert 
staff, support homeless people 
with life skills, budgeting, mental 
health, work and education. 
With their expertise, we help 
homeless people to rebuild their 
lives, so they can live happily and 
independently, like you or me.

There are 164,000 
seen and unseen 
homeless people 
in London. That 
number is growing 
year on year. 

About Evolve

700
vulnerable homeless people 
are housed by us each day.

2000
people are supported by us 
each year, that are homeless  
or at risk of being so.Luke, homeless at 18 after the 

death of close family members. 
Now living independently again.

At Evolve we provide 
a complete solution 
to helping homeless 
people off the streets 
and into independent, 
happy lives.
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“My Dad was an alcoholic, 
as I got older I couldn’t 
take it any more so I 
started crashing on 
friend’s sofas. Sometimes 
they would kick me out 
and I’d bed down on the 
streets. I’m so grateful  
to now be safe at Evolve.”  

Our impact

78% of homeless 
people that come  
to Evolve move on 
into a fulfilled and 
independent life

70%
of homeless people who misuse 
substances report being able to 
manage their addictions since 
staying at Evolve

74%
of homeless people begin 
education or training when 
staying at Evolve

53%
of homeless people find paid 
employment after moving  
to Evolve

86% 
of homeless people report 
improved mental health and 
more able to cope with life  
since staying at Evolve

Sheldon, 18



Our ambitions 

Maintain our quality 
accommodation and vital 
life-changing services  
for homeless people

End chronic street 
homelessness  
in Croydon by 2020

Break the cycle  
of homelessness

Build ‘housing first’ 
accommodation to get the 
most entrenched homeless 
people off the streets

Build affordable housing 
for homeless people who 
are working yet cannot 
afford average London rents

About Evolve 

Our values

Get involved
Get the basics right
Believe in people
Embrace diversity
Be ambitious 
Empower others

Our aim is to create positive 
change, reach more people  
and sustain our future.

Within that we strive to;



The power of  
every pound

Every penny raised goes 
towards funding the vital 
support needed to get more 
homeless people off the 
streets and into happy, 
independent lives. 

£5 
could provide food for a 
homeless person living in one  
of our hostels for one day

£35 
could buy a starter pack for  
a homeless person, coming off 
the streets, who has nothing

£80
could pay for one month of  
a breakfast club that provides 
food and positive engagement 
for homeless people in one  
of our services

£150
could provide a month’s travel 
card for a homeless person  
to attend education or work

£360
could cover the cost of an OCN 
accredited course to improve 
homeless people’s skills and 
chances of getting a job

£500
could pay to kit-out a  
bedroom with a bed, mattress, 
furniture and bedding for  
a homeless person

£1,422
could pay for 1 year of  
complete wrap-around support 
for a homeless person living  
in one of our services

£3,480 
could pay for a 12 week  
course of counselling for  
10 homeless people 

£5,000
could contribute towards the 
rent deposit of 5 homeless 
people who are ready to move 
on into independence but do 
not earn enough to save for high 
rent deposits

About Evolve 



“Without Evolve,  
I dread to think 
where I would 
have ended up.”

Sharon’s story

Sharon has learning difficulties. 
She became homeless when 
people she believed were 
‘friends’ took advantage of her 
kindness. She was then evicted 
with nowhere to go. At Evolve, 
she has rebuilt her confidence 
and understanding of healthy 
relationships and is ready to  
return to independence. She 
is the loveliest lady we know.

Sharon  homeless at 56 



We rely on our wonderful supporters  
to help fund our vital work.

Pick ways to fundraise that excite and 
engage you. Set yourself an obtainable 
yet ambitious target and go for it! 
We will be with you every step of the 
way to support you with ideas and 
encouragement.  

Every small token counts. Here are  
a few ideas to get the ball rolling.

Fundraising

How you  
can help

Conan, taking on his first 
ever 10km and loving it



1. Pick a fundraising activity 
Pick a fundraising activity that is low effort, will raise 
some good funds and most crucially, is something 
you will enjoy!

2. Set up a fundraising page
Either on Just Giving or Virgin Money Giving  
and pick a fundraising target that is realistic  
yet ambitious

3. Bring it to life
Stick a happy picture of yourself on your page  
and make it punchy in detail as to what you are 
doing and why

4. Shout about it!
Use social media and email all of your colleagues 
and friends with updates and pictures of your 
progress

5. Be proud
You are raising funds to help homeless people 
rebuild their lives. Keep updating people and you will 
be amazed on how much they would like to support

Get social 
Use your favourite social media, 
email, text and LinkedIn and tell 
the world what you are doing.  
A few good posts or messages, 
ideally with a pic, will inspire 
people to support you.

Update your email 
signature
Personal and/or your work email 
(if allowed), add ‘I am fundraising 
for Evolve to help homeless 
people off the streets’ with a link 
to your justgiving page and a kind 
request to support.

Give it up 
Give up something you buy every 
day and donate the savings… your 
morning coffee? £3 a day equates 
to £60 a month.

 

Doughnut day
Grab a few bags of doughnuts  
on your way to work and ask your 
colleagues to donate 50p a piece. 
A pack of 5 doughnuts costing 
50p will make £2 a pack.

How many sweets  
in the jar?  
Fill a jar with goodies and ask your 
family, friends and colleagues to 
guess the amount for a donation. 
The person with the closest 
guess wins the jar!

Packed lunch challenge 
You could easily save £20 a 
week just by bringing your lunch 
from home and donating the 
difference.

How to start  
fundraising 

How to fundraise  
in 30 minutes

Fundraising Fundraising



Fundraising  
in half a day

Fundraising

The Great Home(less)-
Made Bake Off
Organise a bake sale in your office 
or within your community – get 
others involved and ask for a 
minimum donation on each item.

Organise a quiz
For the office or with family and 
friends. Ask for donations to take 
part and ask a local organisation 
to donate a prize for the winning 
team.

Run a competition  
at your local gym
Who can row 500 meters in the 
shortest time? Ask the gym to 
donate a prize for the winner. Do 
something similar at your local 
church or social club?

Get a Sweepstake  
on the go
Whether it be who will win your 
favourite reality TV show, the 
weight of your friend’s new born 
or the Grand National, ask people 
to donate to get involved.

Host a coffee morning 
Or pizza night and ask for 
donations. Add in fundraising 
games or a raffle to make the 
most of the event.

Emily

“I chose to run for Evolve 
because I wanted my 
fundraising to have an 
impact. I’m so glad I did. 
I was supported and 
celebrated the whole 
way.” 



Fundraising  
one day

Fundraising

Dress down, up or  
themed day
Ask your work or gym or local club 
if they will host a silly fancy dress 
day and ask people to take part 
for the fun and fundraising.

Sports day
Hold a retro style sports day and 
get friends, family or colleagues 
competing and donating with their 
eggs and spoons.

Share your skills
Find your secret Masterchef, 
yoga instructor, art teacher, wine 
connoisseur, singing coach or 
gym guru amongst your family 
or friends. Ask them to host a 
workshop and share their skills  
for a donation.

Nearly new sale
Gather unwanted items that 
others may love and sell for 
donations.

Battle of the bands
Gather your local “Britain’s Got 
Talent” and put on a fundraising 
bash with both attendees, 
participants and judges donating 
to be involved.

Party time
Ask a local venue to allow you 
to use their space for free, call 
on a budding DJ or local band to 
perform and throw a fundraising 
party to remember.

Jayne on Camino walk 

“When I turned 50, I wanted 
to do something special 
and significant. I’ve lived 
in London for years and 
have seen the horrible 
increase in homelessness. 
So, I walked 500 miles for 
Evolve and raised over 
£3.5k! It couldn’t have 
been a better way to 
celebrate my birthday!” 



Fundraising
Our brave fundraisers 
team-bonding before 
taking on the mighty 
Tough Mudder

Whether you want to run a 
marathon, cycle from London 
to Brighton or climb Mount 
Kilimanjaro – no matter what you 
want to do, we will support you!

Let us know about your idea or 
event, or sign up for one of our 
challenges. We will work with you 
to make it an amazing life-time 
experience you’ll never forget, 
whilst helping rebuild the lives  
of homeless people. 

Bike rides
Treks
Sky dives
10kms 

Half marathons
Marathon
Sleep Out
Santa Dash

Challenge events

Here are some of the things people have already done for us:



Volunteering
Fundraising

The beautiful Good Gym 
Kingston runners getting 
festive and raising funds 
over Christmas

If you want to make a lasting 
difference to vulnerable homeless 
people in London, join us as a 
volunteer. 

Even a few hours of your time can 
help us to achieve big. Whether it 
be hosting a cookery workshop, 
assisting with CV writing or joining 

us on our bucket collection 
crusades, we have several 
opportunities running throughout 
the year for you to get involved 
with. 

To find out more or to express an 
interest, please send us a hello! 

Bucket collecting
Cheer squad 
Christmas present 
sorting
Admin support 

Breakfast club assistant
Work and learning 
workshop
Art classes

Here are some of the things people have already done for us:



Fundraising Tips 
Fundraising Fundraising

JustGiving page
Set up a JustGiving page as early 
as possible, make it engaging and 
share and shout about it like crazy 

Set targets
Break down your target into 
manageable chunks to make  
it feel more manageable and  
to keep you motivated

Ask
Ask your most generous 
supporter to donate first to set 
the bar high and encourage 
others to donate more

Timing
Time a fundraising ask around 
payday when people may be  
more able to support

Gift Aid
Ask your supporters to agree to 
gift aid- it will add an extra 25%  
on top of what you have raised

Shout and share!
Use social media, change 
your profile pics, update your 
email footer and keep sending 
updates to your family, friends 
and colleagues to get them 
supporting you in changing the 
lives of homeless people

Matched Giving
Ask your employer about 
matched giving. They may be  
able to double your funds!

Fundraising team 
Build a fundraising team! 
Work with friends, family 
and colleagues to give your 
fundraising a boost

Local organisations
Ask local organisations to  
support you by offering prizes  
or giving free event space

Write a press release
Send it to local press to drum  
up wider support

Talk to us
If you ever need support or  
advice or a bit of inspiration,  
let us know- we are here to help 
every step of the way

Most importantly- 
have fun!

Katie smashing her 
London marathon and 
raising a whopping 
£3,385



Support you 
From fundraising ideas to advice, 
we will support you in raising 
your sponsorship and having 
the biggest impact for homeless 
people in London

Send you updates
We’ll send you regular updates 
on our work and inspiring stories 
about some of the people you are 
supporting to remind you of the 
amazing impact you are having 
and to help you engage your 
family and friends

Fundraising material
We have fundraising materials we 
can send you from wristbands, to 
balloons, to collection buckets, to 
t –shirts, to sponsorship forms to 
help promote and maximise your 
fundraising

Meet us
We’ll give you opportunities to 
meet some of the people and staff 
at Evolve, including attending 
breakfast and lunch clubs in our 
services so you can see first-hand 
the work that we do

Bespoke advice
If you are getting physical and 
taking on a challenge event we  
will offer you bespoke advice 
around training and nutrition 
to make sure you have a 
phenomenal experience and 
the whole team will be cheering 
you all the way

Celebrate you 
We will shout about and 
celebrate you on social media 
and everything you’re doing to 
support homeless people and 
may even ask if we can feature 
you on our website

How 
we will 
support 
you 

Fundraising

We want you to have fun and 
enjoy fundraising for us. Here 
are some of the ways we can 
help to make this possible.



Here is how to pay 
in your pennies 
and pounds

1. You can pay the money straight into Evolve’s bank 
account. Please make sure to add a reference so 
we know who has donated and how. 

Fundraising

2. Pay via your online fundraising page

3. If you’d rather send us a cheque, please bank any 
cash or cheques made payable to you and send a 
cheque payable to ‘Evolve Housing + Support’ to:

Bank: HSBC
Account Name: Evolve Housing + Support
Sort Code: 40-18-41
Account No: 72157772

Fundraising 
16-20 Kingston Road
South Wimbledon
London
SW19 1JZ

Luke came to Evolve when 
his own home-life became 
too chaotic to stay. Our 
support workers are now 
helping him build a better 
life and restart education. 



Austin from Siemens Rail 
Automation, who took  
part in our Spin100+ 10 
bike event

Fundraising

“Evolve don’t just 
help homeless 
people for one night, 
they help them get 
back on their feet. 
I loved cycling for 
them and actively 
doing something 
to help homeless 
people.”



Get in touch: Call or email us to 
let us know what you are planning 
and to see what we can help you 
with. We’d love to hear from you.

Thank you for your 
support. You are 
helping homeless 
people rebuild their 
lives. We couldn’t  
do it without you.

For fundraising and challenge events call 
or email us on,
fundraising@evolvehousing.org.uk
020 7101 9979 

For volunteering call or email,
volunteering@evolvehousing.org.uk
020 7096 7301

David was a Cisco engineer with  
a wife and 2 children. He suffered 
with severe mental health issues, 
began to drink to numb the pain 
and lost his job, his family and his 
home. Since staying at Evolve he  
has accessed our counselling 
service to deal with historic 
trauma and consequent anxiety 
and depression. Just a year on,  
he has rebuilt his life and is 
starting as a trainee support 
worker, where he hopes to help 
others in need.

“Without Evolve, 
I wouldn’t have 
been able to 
rebuild my life”

David’s story



Social 
 @EvolveLDN

 /EvolveLDN
 Evolve Housing + Support

E  enquiries@evolvehousing.org.uk
Registered Charity Number 1099051

Evolve is a leading 
homelessness 
charity in London, 
providing housing 
and support to  
over 2,000 people 
each year.
Our mission is to help children, young  
people and adults who are homeless or at  
risk of homelessness reach their potential,  
and move on to live happy, fulfilled lives.


